
42-4-116. Restrictions for minor drivers - 

definitions. (1) (a) Except as provided in paragraph 

(c) of this subsection (1), a minor driver shall not operate a motor vehicle containing a 

passenger who is under twenty-one years of age and who is not a member of the driver’s 

immediate family until such driver has held a valid driver’s license for at least six months. 

(b) Except as provided in paragraph (c) of 

this subsection (1), a minor driver shall not operate a motor vehicle containing more than one 

passenger who is under twenty-one years of age and who is not a member of the driver’s 

immediate family until such driver has held a valid driver’s license for at least one year. 

(c) Paragraphs (a) and (b) of this subsection 

(1) shall not apply if: 

(I) The motor vehicle contains the minor’s 

parent or legal guardian or other responsible 

adult described in section 42-2-108; 

(II) The motor vehicle contains an adult twenty-one years of age or older who currently 

holds a valid driver’s license and has held such license for at least one year; 

(III) The passenger who is under twenty-one years of age is in the vehicle on account of a 

medical emergency; 

(IV) All passengers who are under twenty one years of age are members of the driver’s 

immediate family and all such passengers are wearing a seatbelt. 

(2) (a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) 

of this subsection (2), a minor driver shall not 

operate a motor vehicle between 12 midnight 

and 5 a.m. until such driver has held a driver’s 

license for at least one year. 

(b) This subsection (2) shall not apply if: 

(I) The motor vehicle contains the minor’s parent or legal guardian or other responsible 

adult described in section 42-2-108; 

(II) The motor vehicle contains an adult twenty-one years of age or older who currently 

holds a valid driver’s license and has held such license for at least one year; 

(III) The minor is driving to school or a school-authorized activity when the school does 

not provide adequate transportation, so long as the driver possesses a signed statement from the 

school official containing the date the activity will occur; 

 

42-4-1411. Use of earphones while driving. 

(1) (a) No person shall operate a motor vehicle while wearing earphones. 

(b) For purposes of this subsection (1), “earphones” 

includes any headset, radio, tape player, or other similar device which provides the listener 

with radio programs, music, or other recorded information through a device attached to the 

head and which covers all of or a portion of the ears. “Earphones” does not include speakers or 

other listening devices which are built into protective headgear. 

(2) Any person who violates this section 

commits a class B traffic infraction. 

 

 

 



42-4-1409. Compulsory insurance - penalty - 

legislative intent. (1) No owner of a motor vehicle required to be registered in this state shall 

operate the vehicle or permit it to be operated on the public highways of this state when the 

owner has failed to have a complying policy or certificate of self-insurance in full force and 

effect as required by law. 

(2) No person shall operate a motor vehicle on the public highways of this state without a 

complying policy or certificate of self-insurance in full force and effect as required by law. 

(3) When an accident occurs, or when requested to do so following any lawful traffic 

contact or during any traffic investigation by a peace officer, no owner or operator of a motor 

vehicle shall fail to present to the requesting officer immediate evidence of a complying policy 

or certificate of self-insurance in full force and effect as required by law. 

(4) (a) Any person who violates the provisions of subsection (1), (2), or (3) of this section 

commits a class 1 misdemeanor traffic offense. The minimum fine imposed by section 42-4-1701 

(3) (a) (II) (A) shall be mandatory, and the defendant shall be punished by a minimum 

mandatory fine of not less than five hundred dollars. The court may suspend up to one half of the 

fine upon a showing that appropriate insurance as required pursuant to section 10-4-619 or 10-4- 

624, C.R.S., has been obtained. Nothing in this paragraph (a) shall be construed to prevent the 

court from imposing a fine greater than the minimum mandatory fine. 

(b) Upon a second or subsequent conviction under this section within a period of five years 

following a prior conviction under this section, in addition to any imprisonment imposed 

pursuant to section 42-4-1701 (3) (a) (II) (A), the defendant shall be punished by a minimum 

mandatory fine of not less than one thousand dollars, and the court shall not suspend such 

minimum fine. 

 

42-4-1402. Careless driving - penalty. (1) 

Any person who drives any motor vehicle, bicycle, or motorized bicycle in a careless and 

imprudent manner, without due regard for the width, grade, curves, corners, traffic, and use of 

the streets and highways and all other attendant circumstances, is guilty of careless driving. A 

person convicted of careless driving of a bicycle or motorized bicycle shall not be subject to the 

provisions of section 42-2-127. 

 

42-4-1401. Reckless driving - penalty. (1) 

Any person who drives any motor vehicle, bicycle, or motorized bicycle in such a manner as to 

indicate either a wanton or a willful disregard for the safety of persons or property is guilty of 

reckless driving. A person convicted of reckless driving of a bicycle or motorized bicycle shall 

not be subject to the provisions of section 42-2-127 

 

42-4-1301. Driving under the influence – driving while impaired - driving with excessive 

alcoholic content - definitions - penalties. 

 (1) (a) It is a misdemeanor for any person who is under the influence of alcohol or one or more 

drugs, or a combination of both alcohol and one or more drugs, to drive any vehicle in this state. 

(b) It is a misdemeanor for any person who is impaired by alcohol or by one or more drugs, 

or by a combination of alcohol and one or more drugs, to drive any vehicle in this state 

(f) “Driving under the influence” means driving a vehicle when a person has consumed alcohol 

or one or more drugs, or a combination of alcohol and one or more drugs, which alcohol 



alone, or one or more drugs alone, or alcohol combined with one or more drugs affects the 

person to a degree that the person is substantially incapable, either mentally or physically, or 

both mentally and physically, to exercise clear judgment, sufficient physical control, or due care 

in the safe operation of a vehicle. 

(g) “Driving while ability impaired” means driving a vehicle when a person has consumed 

alcohol or one or more drugs, or a combination of both alcohol and one or more drugs, which 

alcohol alone, or one or more drugs alone, or alcohol combined with one or more drugs, 

affects the person to the slightest degree so that the person is less able than the person ordinarily 

would have been, either mentally or physically, or both mentally and physically, to exercise clear 

judgment, sufficient physical control, or due care in the safe operation of a vehicle. 

(II) If at such time the defendant’s BAC was in excess of 0.05 but less than 0.08, such 

fact gives rise to the permissible inference that the defendant’s ability to operate a vehicle 

was impaired by the consumption of alcohol, and such fact may also be considered with 

other competent evidence in determining whether or not the defendant was under the 

influence of alcohol. 

(III) If at such time the defendant’s BAC was 0.08 or more, such fact gives rise to the 

permissible inference that the defendant was under the influence of alcohol. 
 

(a.5) (I) It is a class A traffic infraction for any person under twenty-one years of age to 

drive any vehicle in this state when the person’s BAC, as shown by analysis of the person’s 

breath, is at least 0.02 but not more than 0.05 at the time of driving or within two hours after 

driving. 

 

42-4-1301.1. Expressed consent for the taking of blood, breath, urine, or saliva sample 


